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Historical overview

• St Barnabas School for the Blind was established
in 1929 within the framework of philanthropy
(Asylum for the Blind)

• It was the first special school in Cyprus and still is 
the only provision of its kind in the island. 

• Until 1957, the School operated within the 
framework of philanthropy.

• In 1957 the School becomes for the first time a 
‘Public School’ under British colonial 
administration. 



• Upon the independence of Cyprus in 1960, a new
era of development and upgrading of the School
began.

• In 1960 a Secondary school department was
introduced.

• In 1963 the School was relocated in a new
purpose built building.

• In 1964 the School pioneered into the
integration of students with VI in mainstream
settings.

• In 1999 a new Special Education Law was
introduced. The Law officially introduced
Integration in Cyprus.



• The 1999 Law had an impact on the School as it
further accelerated the integration of all students
with VI in mainstream settings (Excluding
students with MDVI). In addition to this, the new
Law mandated that St Barnabas School for the
Blind should provide training programmes for
adults with VI.

• The St Barnabas school for the Blind has
gradually, through the years, been transformed
from a special boarding school into a Resource
Centre, having the main responsibility for the
provision of education and support services to
individuals with VI of all ages all over Cyprus.



Definition of visual Impairment (VI)

• "Visual impairment" is a generic term that
describes a wide range of visual function, from
low vision through total blindness.

• Legal Blindness refers to the criteria used to
determine eligibility for government disability
benefits.

• In Cyprus, the criteria for legal blindness is
visual acuity of 1/10 (6/60) or worse in the
better eye with corrective lenses.



Key facts and figures about Cyprus and 
visual impairment  

Area: 9,251 km2

Population: 1 million 

Number of people officially 
registered as legally blind: 2500



The St Barnabas School for the Blind 
Services 

• Outreach support services for children and young
people with VI attending mainstream educational
settings

• Rehabilitation, habilitation and training programmes
for adults and students with VI including those with
dual sensory impairment

• Early intervention programme for children with VI and
their families

• Unit for students with VI and additional disabilities
(MDVI)

• Telephonists training programme
• Accessible document formats service
• Assistive technology department



Outreach Support services for children with VI 
attending mainstream educational settings 

• Students with VI are educated in the mainstream
schools of their neighbourhood and are
supported by advisory 'peripatetic’ teachers of
students with VI. Advisory teachers visit the
mainstream schools on a regular basis and work
together with the teaching staff of the
mainstream schools.

• The support services for children with VI is
undoubtedly a key factor for the success of their
integration.



Roles of the advisory special  teacher 
of students with VI

• Assessment (Functional vision assessment,
Assessment of the environment)

• Teaching students in special curriculum areas
(support within the classroom, support provided
in withdrawal sessions)

• Advising class and subjects teachers

• Facilitating access to the curriculum (provision of
accessible document formats, assistive
technology)

• Advising families



Rehabilitation, habilitation and training programmes 
for adults and  students 

• Morning and afternoon (after school) classes on 
weekly basis. Small groups or one to one lessons. 
Training programmes include: 

• Special curriculum subjects:
Braille literacy, Orientation and mobility training, Daily 
living skills training,  IT and  assistive technology training 

• Leisure courses: 
Music,  art,  ceramics, handicraft, basket weaving, 
swimming, drama, dancing, cooking, gymnastics, 
gardening. 



Early intervention programme for children with VI 
and their families 

• The early intervention programme is a family-
centered programme. The programme is
provided on a weekly basis and combines
elements of play and early learning.

• It is a Kindergarten transitional programme, for
ages 0 to 3, focusing on residual vision use
development, tactile sense development,
communication, orientation and mobility, as well
as other physical and developmental needs.

• Family Advice and Support team provides
information and advice on a range of issues to
the family.



Unit for students with VI and additional 
disabilities (MDVI)

• The population of students with MDVI is a fast
growing and complex population. MDVI students
are found in all special schools around Cyprus.

• An Individualised Education Programme (IEP) is
designed for each student. Objectives for
achievement are set within each area of
development
✓ Physical development
✓ Social development
✓ Intellectual development
✓ Communicative development
✓ Sensory development



Telephone operators  training  
programme 

• Telephone operators used to be, by far the most
popular occupation among the employed VI people in
Cyprus as half of them were telephonists, mainly in the
public sector

• The 1988 Blind Telephone Operators Act (N.17/1988)
legitimizes the right of blind telephone operators who
possess all the required qualifications to have priority
whenever there are telephone operator vacancies in
the public sector. It is in fact a reserved job for people
with VI in Cyprus.

• However, in recent years there were very few hirings.
• The training programme consists of both theoretical

and practical elements.



Accessible document formats/transcription  
service

• The St Barnabas school for the Blind’s
Accessible documents formats service
aims to make every document an
accessible document for blind and low
vision people.

• Accessible document formats include
traditional formats such as Braille, large
print, tactile diagrams and audio as well
as digital formats like eBooks and Daisy.



Assistive technology  department

• Assistive technology (AT), refers to any equipment,
hardware or software that is used to increase,
maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of
individuals with disabilities.

• The St Barnabas School for the Blind’s AT department
provides assessment, training, support for using the
most current assistive technologies in functional daily
activities for students and adults with Visual
impairment.

• A high emphasis is placed on meeting the educational
and professional needs of individuals with VI.



Thank you very 
much for your 
attention!
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